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GAL Ar. iii. VERSE 20. 

For ye are dead, and your Life is hid with 
Chriſt in God. 

GALAT. ü. VERSE 20. 

J am crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs J live: 
Yet not I, but Chriſt lIrocth in me: And the 
Life which I now live in the Fleſh, I live by 
the Faith of the Son of God, who lov'd me, and 
gave himſelf for me. 
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Phil. I. 21, 


For me to live is Chriſt, and to die 
1s Gain > 


I Brethren: True Chriſtians al- 
ways have found that the Goſpel 
bas its Oppoſition either from 
pPwoichout or within; the Apoſtle 
when he wrote this Epiſtle, was in Bonds 
for the Goſpel of his Lord and Saviour Chriſt, 
and his great Care is, that the Philippiens 
might not be offended at it. And in order to 
remove this Stumoling Elock out of their 
Ways, he aflures them, ver. 12. that what- 
ever befell him was for the Furtherance of 


the Goſpel: In the 13 and 14 Verſes, he 


gives two Inſtances for what he ſaid, the one 
was, that his Bonds for Chriſt were manifeſt 
in all the Palace, which was Nero's; for by 


his, that is, Paul's Sufferings, many in Nero's 


Court came to be inquiſitive for to know 
what this Goſpel ſhould be and mean, that 
Paul could ſuffer ſo undauntedly fer it, and 
by inquiring into it, were convinced of its 
Worth and Value. 


—_ 
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The Second Inſtance was, that many of 
the Brethren were the more confident by his 
Bonds ; that is, they were the more embol- 
dened to ſpeak and preach the Word of the 
Lord, becauſe they ſaw, how God carried 
Paul thro' all his Sufferings It has pleaſed 
the God of all Wiſdom, that the Goſpel 
ſhould always thrive beſt when tis moſt 
trampled on; in this reſpec tis like Trees, as 
Naturaliits ſay, the more they are blown by 
the ſtormy Winde, the faſter it roots; or are 
like the Fire, the more the Wind blows it, 


the more it kindles its Flames, burns the 


hotter, and ſhines the clearer: If you dam the 
Stream, the Waters will riſe higher. The 
all-wiſe Being has weighty Reaſons for what 
he ſuffers to be in his Church Militant; tis 
for the Exerciſe of the Faithful therein, both 
of Paſtors, that is, Miniſters, and People, 
that they may be the more ſtudious and vigi- 
lant in their ſeveral Places. If Arias and 
Sabathius had not vexed the Church of God; 
the one with the Hereſy of the Denial of the 
Trinity, that is, Arias denied Chriſt to be 
equal with God, and Sabathius, a Few that 
lived in the Fourth Century, who held there 


is but one Nature in Chritt, contrary to the 


Anſwer of the twenty-firſt Queſtion of the 
Aſiembly's Catechiſm, which ſays, two diſ- 
tint Natures and one Perſon; for I ſay, if 


theſe 
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theſe deep Things had never been diſcuſs d, 
tis ever to be thought they would not have 
been ſo manifeſtly cleared and acutely deter- 
mined as they are at this Day, if Diſputes 
had not aroſe: If Epiſcopals and Preſbyterians, 
Independants and Baptiſts had not differed, 
Truth had never been ſo ſufficiently ajuſted 


and confirmed as it is. By this time 1 hope 
you ſee the Advantage God makes when 
Truth is 1 Trial by the Sufferings of his 
People , and Chriſt is Gain both in Life and 
Death: For me, ſays Paul in my Text, 70 
Live is Chriſt, and to Die is Gain. The 
original Word here is in the old Tranſlation 
rendered thus: Chriſt is to me both in Life and 
Death Advantage : Others again make two 
Propoſitions of it thus, Chrift is to me Life, and 
Death is my Gain: In fine, the total Sum is 
this, whether I live or die I ſhall gain; if I 
live I ſhall gain more Knowledge of his Ways 
and more Communion with him therein; and 
the ſame Chriſt that is my Life here, will be 
my Gain at Death; therefore it is as if he 
had ſaid, take no Thought about me, for I 
ſhall do well, whatever befals me; if I loſe 
my beſt Friends and Comfort here, I ſhall 
find all in that Chriſt for whom I ſuffer here- 

after, and ſo Death will be my Gain. 
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that offers clearly is this: That Chriff is every 
Believer's Life. 


I think I need not explain the Word Life 
to ye, every Body knows it to be oppoſed to 
Death; and whatever is excellent in its kind, 
is let forth by Life: This Point of Logic the 
Devil in all Likelihood is better acquainted 
with than we are, and therefore he would 
keep us always in the Confines of Dearh, that 
is, he would have Death ſtruek upon all our 
comfortable Enjoyments, fee Job II. 4, 5. 


Skin for Skin, and all that a Man has, will he 
give for his Life, ſa ith Satan to God, but put 


forth thy Hand and touch lim, that is, ſtrike 


Death vpon bis Enjoyments, and he will curſe 


thee to thy Face. The Truth is, the Com- 
forts of this World are dead ty] Chriſt ſhines 
in them. I ſaid 1 need not explain the Word 
Fife to ye, but I am, as it were, drawn into 
it, and ſhall be a little more copious than I 


the ught to Fave teen, becauſe from he that 


1 joined to the Living there is Hope. Life is 
an excellent Thing, ſays the Wiſe Man, à /iv- 
ing Dog is better than a dead Lyon; what is 
the great Care of People about bar Life, why 
h2ve they ſo many earneſt Thoughts and ſuch 
hard laborions Toils, both of Mind and Body, 
but to provide for their Life, when Sick- 
neſſes, Diſeaſes, or any other Danger ſiezes 

vs 


| 
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us, or our near Friends and dear Relations: 
What is the main Care of all but Life? oh, 
the Life of my Friend, my Child, my Wife, 
my Husband, will be gone! and when Death 
has taken away the Life that is deſirable, the 
Sorrow and Grief that follows thereupon _ 
plainly demonſtrates, that Life is an excelent 
Thing. - You know, my Brechren, Life puts 
a quickning Principle into them that have it, 
hence Chriſt is {aid to give Life to the World, 
Jobn vi. 33 and the Bread that he gives 15 
living Bread, and the Words that he (peaks 
are Spirit and Life, and we ſhould labour for 
this Mear, which endureth to Life everlaſting 
See ver. 27. Such as are Believers are fad 
from Death to Life. 


But more particularly to the Point of 
Doctrine before us. 


Firſt, Chriſt is the Life of Righteouſneſs to 
every believing Soul, and that by his active 
and r Obedience, that Righreouineis 
which Chriſt brought in by bis Blood: The 
Sum Total of all reigns in every believing 
Soul. That, and that alone has the Pre- 
eminence: All is Droſs and Dung in Compa- 
riſon of that; and this is dif-over'd by the 
Spiric of Chriit, Fohn 16, 8, tis he that diſ- 
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covers and cauſeth the Soul to cloſe with this 
Righteouſneſs, and overcomes the Heart to 
reſt thereon for Life: This is a Truth that 
will ſtand the Teſt in Oppoſition to all its 
Adverſaries, Banter and Redicule: Of its 
being a lazy lolling on Chriſt for Acceptance 
with God, every true, virtuous, and pious 
Soul will acknowledge, that there is a Prin- 
ciple in them to ſeek after Life in the wrong 
Way: I mean, a Man would have it in, and 
from himſelf; and it is no leſs then Omni- 
potence itſelf, that brings a Man off this rot- 
ten, ſandy Foundation, and cauſe the Soul to 
reit upon Chriſt alone: Moral Swaſion, 
tho' ever ſo nervous and penetrating, will not 
do it. Let me add, Opportunities and Means 
of Grace will not effect it neither: None but 
Chriſt, who is a quickening Spirit, can effect 
it; and this he does by the Uſe of Means as 
the formal Cauſe. 


And this is that which makes God's Peo- 

ple come to Ordinances and bleſs God for 
them, becauſe that Life is convey'd to their 
Souls by, and thro' them. Hence it is they 
become embolden'd in the Means of Grace, 
and are not aſham'd of the Goſple of Chriſt, 
becauſe 'tis the Power of God to Salvation ro 
every one that believe; therein is the Righte- 

| ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs of God reveal'd from Faith to Faith 
as it is written, The Juſt ſhall live by Faith. 
Row. I. 16. 17. 


Secondly, As the Life of Rigateouſneſs is 
from Chriſt, ſo is the Life of Holineſs roo: 
All their (that is Believers) holy Acting and 
gracious Diſpoſitions, and ſhining Virtues in 
their Hearts and Lives are all from Chriſt ; 
they have no other Foundation. Of his Fol- 
neis have we all receiv'd, and Grace for 
Grace; that is Abundance of Grace. If there 
be the leaſt Breathings of Life in the Heart, 
"tis all from Chriſt; there is no Man lives the 
Life of Holineſs till he hcars the Voice of the 
Son of God: Tis true, there may be the Out- 
fides of Grace, but no living Performances, 
till Chriſt is a Principle of Life in the Soul. 
I dare appeal to any Man, or Woman, that 
will be ſo ingenuous to confeſs, that till 
Chriſt became the Life of Holineſs to them, 
never could experimentally ſay, that 


th 
ſuch an Ordinance was in an eſpecial Manner 
bleſt to them, and then another at another 
Time. 


My Brethren let me tell ye, tho' ye know 
it, Opportunities and Means of Grace where 
the Life of Holineſs is, are other Things, and 
better to you than they are to others. 

B 4 You 
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You can ſay, oh! the ſweet Communion I 
had with God upon ſuch a Sabbath, in ſuch 
an Ordinance, and at ſuch a Sermon ; you 
had ſuch Meetings and Incomes from Chriſt, 
your Life upon your Spirits, and ſuch Draw- 
ings of your Hearts with the Bands of a Man 
towards God, that you would not but have 
been there for a World. 


I came, ſays Chriſt, that ye might have 
Life, and that ye might have it more abun- 
dantly ; that we might be ready in his Strength 
to every good Word and Work: Thus you 
ſee this was the End of Chriſt's Coming, that 
we might have the Life of Holineſs. | 


Thirdly, Chrift is the Life of Communion, 


he is the Life of all that converſe, which we 


have one with another, when we are ſociat- 
ing ourſelves together: This is that, that 
made David ſay, A Day in thy Courts is 
better than a thouſand elſewhere. PsALM 84. 10. 


From this Life we are fitted for a living 
Diſcourſe together, for the having ſome 


heari-warming Conferences with each other; 


tho' but two or three meet together, tis to be 


'  hop'd they do not part without ſome ſpiritual, 


good, and mutaal Edification of one another's 
Souls, 


[9] 


-Souls, that are found in the Exerciſe of this 
Duty. The Life of Communion will ſtic up 
our Hearts to heavenly Mindedneſs, and help- 
ing one another forward in the Ways of God. 
There is a certain ſpiritual Fire and Heat 
Chriſtians carry about them, ſo that when 
they company together they will warm and 
glow. Did not our Hearts burn within us, is 
ſometimes their Language: They will, as it 
were, ſparkle with gracious Diſcourſes, when 
they experimentally feel what they profeſs to 
believe, viz. the Communion of Saints; and 
ſpeak good Things from a Principle within. 
The Communion of Saints is a Sort of Exer- 
ciſe that the heavenly Inhabitants are im- 
ploy'd in that are above: And they here be- 
low, if once their Diſcourſe together be of 
Grace in the Life thereof, oh! how it exhi- 
lerates their Spirits: This is that that makes 
thoſe that have receiv'd the heavenly Tinc- 
ture, delight in hearing, reading, praying, 
conferring, and ſo forth; becauſe they find 
Life convey d to their Souls thereby. Tis 
true, God's People complain of the Deadneſs 
of their Hearts, and what great Need they 
have of quickening Influences from on high : 
This ſpeaks that your Souls are alive, and wants 
Livelineſs: This is that I judge to be a diſcri- 
minating, a diſcerning Mark between a Hy- 


-pocrite and a Believes, I grant ve a Hypo- 


crite 
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tion. our p:-ſent and future Hopes, the 


would this World be, but a Chaos of the 
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crite may out-talk a Believer with his acqui- 


red Parts; but he never can memick a Believer 
in the Life Part: Here he (that is the Hypo- 
crit) differs from a Believer, as painted Fire 
differs from real : I judge you are acquainted 
with the Scripture that fays, he that hath the 
Son hath Life, and he that hath not the Son 
hath not Life: Let me add, let his Pretence 
be what they will. 


Fourthly, as Chriſt is the Life of Commu- 
nion, ſo he is the Life of Conſolation to 
every virtuous good Man or Woman; the 
Jaylor, Acts xvi. 34. rejoiced that he with all 


his Houſhold believed in God ; ſo the Origi- 


nal by ſome is tranſlated, Chriſt is the Life 
Co ts: "Tis he that puts Conſola- 


Comforts that he gives are living Comforts; 
my Peace give ] unto you, not as the World 
grveth, give I unte you; that is momentary 
and flattering, even from Man that is the 
higheſt Comforts it produces; for what 


greateſt, the uncomfortableſt Confuſion, if 
there was not a ſociating with one another as 
Men; and here let me tell ye, Man, ay, and 
even good Men, that you have had great 


Hopes in, that 1 be mighty Friends 
for you in your 


iſtreſs; and may be not 
only 
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only barely hoped, but have had very large 
Promiſes that Way too; from which you 
have counted before your Diſtreſs comes, 
that you certainly ſhould have ſuch a Friend, 
and in the depth of Diſtreſs he has failed you, 
and have deen to you and your Circumſtances 
as uſeleſs as a dead. rotten Man in his Grana: 
Hence Micab's Advice is not to put truſt i 4 
Friend, fee Micah vii. 5. but Chriſt gives 
Peace in a different Manner; that no vun 
nor Devil can take it away, my Spirit ſhall 
be in you, an e Tru even living Prin- 
ciple of Conſolation which ſhall not be taken 
away from you; the cleanſing, cooling, re- 
freſhing, cordial Water, that Chriſt gives, is 
a Well of living Water, ſpringing up into 
everlaſting Life: So you have it from the 
unerring Mouth of Truth itſelf, Jobn iv. 14, 
I know the Adverfaries to the final Perſeve- 
rance of the Saints would enervate this Place, 
as indeed they would all other of the like 
Nature; by the crouding in of their Senſe, 
which is, that whereas the Water we drink 
to quench our natural Thirſt, will neither 
abide long in us, nor long quench our Thirſt. 
This Holy Spirit will abide for ever with them 
that do not by their Sins expel him; all 
which ſeems to me to be meer Shuffle, for 
the Text ſeems plainly to hold forth that the 
Spirit ſhall not be expreſs d by that worſt of 


Filth 
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Filth and Mud, Sin; for let us keep a little 
to the Metaphor of a Spring, the Nature of 
which is to purge out, purify, and cleanſe it- 
ſelf of what even Filth is put therein: The 
Truth of which any one may prove by an 
occular Demonſtration, In fine, what can 
this hold forth plainer; and be the more 
literal Senſe, then the Flow of Graces on the 
Soul by Chriſt, the Life of conſolatory Re- 
freſhment ; which they that believe on him, 
ſhall find to accompany them till they are 
poſſeſſed with everlaſting Life. This is the 
plain Senſe, to which all hard and. obſtruce 
ones ought ro give Way, as is the allowed 
Maxim of all that would be thought fair. 
Now the unerring Mouth of Truth, he that 
never ſpeaks Falſhood ſays, the Water that I 
ſhall give you, ſhall be in you as a living 
Principle of Conſolation; and ſhall not be 
taken away: By this Time I hope it appears 
plain, that Chriſt is the Life of all a Chriſ- 
tian's Comforts: Sure ] am, he is the Life of 
Friends ; the Life of all Refreſhments that a 


Chriſtian have, and all are dead till Chriſt 
ſhines in through them. | 


Fifthly, Chriſt is the Liſe of Glory, and 
this we muſt Talk of at a Diſtance; for Eye 


. . bath not ſeen nor Ear heard, nor baty it enter- 


ed into the Heart of Man ts conceive what God 
have 


EP 
have laid up for them that love him. Iſ. Ixiv- 
4. compared with I. of Cor. the 2. g. 


There is an inconceivable Scene of Glory 
laid, which is the utmoſt of all we can be 
poſſeſſed with ; and Chriſt has purchaſed it 
for us by his Blood, and hath made our Way 
and Title for us plain; which create in us 
a Holy Boldneſs, to enter into the Holieſt, 
even to the Boſom of the Father: He it is 
that has removed all Blocks and Hinderances 
out of the Way to Glory; that raiſes up, and 
helps over all Rubs that are to be met with 
in the Way: He bore down all Oppoſition 
when he travelled in the Greatneſs of his 
Strength, and ſer Heaven's Doors open for 
the Elect: He removed the Cherubims that 
keep the Way, and opened his Breaſt to the 
flaming Sword of Juſtice, that kept the Tree 
of Life from us; and after all, he made his 
Entrance into Glory for us, and has taken 
Poſſeſſion of many Manſions of Glory for 
Mankind to be poſſeſſed of. Here, you and 
I, my Brethren, ſhould ſtand and admire, that 
ſuch Coſt and Pains, ſuch Care and Love, 
ſuch rich Proviſions for Glory, ſhould be be- 
ſtow'd on Mankind, and not on Angels; that 
they ſhould be paſſed by with a Purpoſe ne- 
ver to recover them, they might haye been 
redeemed, and we left to periſh : That fallen 


ſpair, 
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Angels ſhould be left in the Darkneſs of De- 
ſpair, who ſtood nearer to Chriſt by their 
Creation than we did; and yet we under- 
hope, and they under the black Horrors of 
Deſpair: My Bethren, God have an Election 
amongſt us, but not among Devils; the Door 
of Mercy is ſhut againſt them, never to be 
opened, but ſtand wide for you and IJ. Let 
your Circumſtances and Conditions be what 
they will, you read in the Scriptures of ſome 
of the worit of Men, that Chriſt is Life of 
Glory too: I mean they were ſo before Chriſt 
was their Life, they were Thieves, Drunkards, 
Whor:mongers, Idolaters, Perſecutors, and 
Blaſphemers; yea, Crucifiers of the Lord of 
Glory. My Brethren, when God ſhall have 
gathered all his Ele& together, what an in- 
numerable Company. there will be, that were 
ſuch Sinners as you and I could never have 


thought them to have been: This ſhould 


raiſe Matter of Admiration, that ſuch noto- 
riovs Sinners on Earth ſhould after all prove 
glorious Saints in. Heaven. To Chriſt the 
Life 9: Glory will be brought, whom all the 


Elect of God, thc (al! be fitted and fetched, 


! 


one after another, into the Kingdom of Grace 
and Glory. It is the Will of God concerning 
the Chuicn in bis eterual Purpoſe and Love, 


that they ſhould be made holy in this World, 
and happy in that which is to come; where 


there 
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there will be a ſeparating between the Pre- 
cious and the Vile, between the Tares and the 
Wheat, the Sheep and the Goats; he will 
ſet the Sheep, the Children of God, on his 
right Hand by themſelves; and the Goats, the 
Children of Hell and Darkneſs, by theraſclves : 


That they ſhall never come near one another 
more. 


I ſhall conclude with the Apoſtle's Words 
to the Col. c. iii. 1, 2, 3, 4 verl. FV ye then be 
riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe Things that are 
above, where Chriſt fitteth on the right Hand 
of God; ſet your Aﬀettions on Things above, 
not on Things on the Earth, for ye are Dead 
and your Life is hid with Cbriſt in Ged. When 
Cbriſt, who is our Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall 

we appear with him in Glory. 


Here let us fix our Deſign, ſecurely caſt 
the Anchor of our Hope, believing that he 


w1ll be the Life of Glory to us in the World 
co come. 


